
Donald "Abe" Trent
December 18, 1935 - October 16, 2022

Donald D. "Abe" Trent passed away on Oct. 16, 2022 surrounded by his
loving family. He was born on Dec. 18, 1935 in Havana, IL the son of Wesley
and Mary L. (Weiburg) Trent. Donald attended and graduated from Havana
Community High School in Havana, IL. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army
11th Airborne Division, serving his last two years in Germany. Donald was
honorably discharged on Dec. 24, 1956. While serving in the Army, one of his
favorite songs was "I'll be home for Christmas", as he always wanted to be
home for Christmas and be surrounded by his family. He installed in his
children and grandchildren wisdom, faith, and "family comes first!". In July
1957 he entered the 18th class of the Illinois State Police. His first assignment
was in the Springfield district and then in July 1958 he transferred to the new
District 15 in Oak Brook, IL or otherwise known as the Tollway District. He
served in many assignments with his last at Zone #1 (East-West Tollway) and
retired as a Master Sergeant on Dec. 31, 1985. Donald received an
Associates Degree in Law Enforcement at Sauk Valley Community College in
Dixon, IL and attended special courses at the Northwestern Traffic Institute at
the University of Illinois, Southwestern University of Texas, and Bradley
University. He was a member of St. Anne Catholic Church in Dixon, a Past
Grand Knight of Council #690, a Past Faithful Navigator of Fr. Boland
Assembly of the 4th Degree, a Past President of Rockford Diocesan Chapter,
and State Warden for the Illinois State Council Knights of Columbus. Donald
was a Master of the 4th Degree for Northern Illinois and served on the Lee



County Board for 16 years and two years on the Zoning Committee. He
served as the chairman of the Dixon Knights of Columbus blood drives for
over 10 years. Donald was a dedicated blood donor and donated more than
79 units of blood. Donald married Rita Mirabella on Jan. 30, 1960 in Elmhurst,
IL and they just celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary. He will be lovingly
missed by his wife Rita, three daughters Andrea (Michael) Traff of Machesney
Park, Gayle (Mark) Oliphant of Loves Park, Janet Jarvis of Dixon, and one
son Wesley (Kelley) Trent of Chandler, AZ, ten grandchildren Danielle (Nick)
Merlino, Blaine (Molly) Oliphant, Gina Toms, Ryan (Mel) Toms, Anthony
Ethridge, Sean Jarvis, Christian Traff, Benjamin Jarvis, Ty Trent, and Trey
Trent, along with eight great grandchildren Elizabeth Vance, Gianna Vance,
Jackson Vance, Lilly Oliphant, Ivy Oliphant, Cheyenne Jarvis, Laikyn Jarvis,
and Ainsley Toms. Donald is also survived by his sisters Sandra Birchfield of
Havana, Mary (Patrick) Windsor of Elmhurst, and many nieces and nephews.
Donald had a wonderful relationship with his poker buddies who he shared a
special bond with. He is preceded in death by his parents, sisters Nancy
Trent, Mary Ellen Rennecker, brothers Frank Trent, and Louis Trent. The
family would like to express a special Thank You to Serenity Hospice and
Home who helped the family take care of him, especially to Kelly and Cori.
Visitation will be on Friday Oct. 21, 2022 from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM at St. Anne
Catholic Church in Dixon with the rosary to be recited at 7:30 PM. Mass of
Christian Burial will be on Saturday Oct. 22, 2022 at 10:00 AM at St. Anne
Catholic Church in Dixon. The family requests that there be no flowers or
plants purchased but donations can be made in Donald's memory to the Dixon
Knights of Columbus Parochial Education Trust fund or Serenity Hospice and
Home. Arrangements by the Jones Funeral Home in Dixon.



Cemetery Details

Oakwood

416 S Dement Ave
Dixon, IL 61021

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 21. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

St. Anne Catholic Church
1104 N Brinton Ave
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 288-3131
http://www.stanneschooldixon.org/st_anne_parish.htm

Service

OCT 22. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Anne Catholic Church
1104 N Brinton Ave
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 288-3131
http://www.stanneschooldixon.org/st_anne_parish.htm

http://www.stanneschooldixon.org/st_anne_parish.htm
http://www.stanneschooldixon.org/st_anne_parish.htm
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October 08, 2023 at 11:30 AM

Donald "Abe" Trent

December 31, 2022 at 02:40 AM

Donald "Abe" Trent

October 21, 2022 at 01:01 PM

"The Old Rugged Cross 30" Rose Gold Sonnet C
hime was purchased for the family of Donald
"Abe" Trent.

Jack Schrauth - October 21, 2022 at 10:04 AM

I would like to offer my sincerest sympathies to Rita and the family.
Don was a great guy in every way. All of these grandchildren and
great grandchildren need look no further for a role model for their
own lives than Don. God Bless all of you.

Jerry Boyke - October 20, 2022 at 05:08 PM

Rita, this is a sad time for you and your family. May God give you
the strength in the coming days to deal with this grief, and may you
be comforted by all the joys and experiences Abe brought into your
life.

https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4403&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4403&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4403&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 18, 2022 at 02:49 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Donald "Abe" Trent.

Sonja - October 18, 2022 at 02:33 PM

Janet and family, 
  

Although our Team has never personally met "Abe", we all have
heard so many funny stories throughout the years from Janet that
we all feel we did know Abe. 

  
We are so sorry for your loss. You have our most heartfelt
sympathies during this very difficult time. 
 
Sincerely, 
your Red Cross family,

Ron Del Ciello - October 18, 2022 at 02:20 PM

Rita I am so sorry to hear about your husband’s death. Please
accept my sympathy and sincere offer of prayers. Ron Del Ciello

https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


FJ

Frank Johnson Jr. - October 17, 2022 at 10:42 PM

Rita and Family We are so sorry to hear of Abe's passing. When I
spoke with him a few days ago we had such a nice visit. He was
and always will be remembered as a happy fun loving man. I am so
lucky to have met him and served with him the the U.S. Army 11th
Airborne Division. Our Deepest Sympathy to you and your family.
Will try to make it tor the service Love to you. Frank and Lois
Johnson


