
Chester "Pete" Smith Jr.
March 26, 1951 - July 2, 2025

Chester “Pete” Smith Jr, 74, of Franklin Grove, IL passed away on July 2nd,
2025. Pete was born on March 26th, 1951 in Dekalb, IL, the son of Chester
Smith Sr and Lois Eckhardt. He grew up in Lee and joined the United States
Navy in 1968 serving on the USS Kilauea for 4 years. After serving his country
he continued to serve his community as a DeKalb County Sheriff and later as
a volunteer firefighter in Franklin Grove. He met his wife while working at a
nursing home in DeKalb where his mother also worked. Pete married Therese
Ann Lachat on September 19, 1980. Lifelong residents of Illinois they raised
their children in Earlville, Leland, and Ottawa, before finally calling Franklin
Grove home. Working with family was a normal affair for the Smiths as Pete
spent the majority of his career with State of Illinois Department of Corrections
along side his wife, son and daughter. He retired in 2007 after 27 years of
service. All his children followed his lead serving the Department of
Corrections in some capacity over the years while his eldest son retired from
the Rochelle Police Department. Pete loved his family, pets, country music,
wrestling, Westerns, and collected anything and everything bald eagle. He
was always in attendance at all grandchildren’s events including volleyball,
basketball, baseball, football, band concerts, plays, cheerleading, and dance.
He is survived by his loving wife of 45 years, Therese; 5 children: Chester
Smith III (Leah), Catherine Smith, Matt Smith (Crystal), Jeremy Smith (Val),
and Bill Smith (Emily); 8 grandchildren: Chelsea Smith (David), Levi Smith,
Tyler O’Dowd (Kevin), Emma Smith, Hailey Smith, Max Smith, Carter Smith,



and Avery Smith; and siblings Charlie (Jackie) Smith, Melody Himan (Bob),
and Darrin Smith (Michelle) along with nieces and nephews. Pete was
preceded in death by his parents, Chester and Lois Smith, as well as two
brothers, Grant and Lester Smith. Visitation will be on Monday July 7, 2025
from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM with a memorial service at 7:00 PM at Jones
Funeral Home in Dixon. Cremation rites will follow with private burial at a
future date. In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established. Arrangements
were completed by Jones Funeral Home.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 7. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Jones Funeral Home, Dixon
204 South Ottawa
Dixon, IL 61021
Ph: 815-288-2241
info@thejonesfh.com
https://www.thejonesfh.com

Memorial Service

JUL 7. 7:00 PM (CT)

Jones Funeral Home, Dixon
204 South Ottawa
Dixon, IL 61021
Ph: 815-288-2241
info@thejonesfh.com
https://www.thejonesfh.com

mailto:info@thejonesfh.com
https://www.thejonesfh.com/
mailto:info@thejonesfh.com
https://www.thejonesfh.com/
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Joyce Warrenfeltz - July 08, 2025 at 09:51 AM

Will always remember Pete setting on his porch watching me work
in my yard and us waving back and forth across the street. I will
always miss seeing him there

July 05, 2025 at 09:54 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Chester "Pete" Smith Jr..

July 05, 2025 at 09:54 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Chester "Pete" Smith Jr..

July 05, 2025 at 02:52 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Chester "Pete" Smith Jr..

https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 05, 2025 at 02:48 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Chester "Pete" Smith Jr..

Melody Smith Himan - July 04, 2025 at 12:49 PM

At my wedding I remember Pete standing up and telling Bob she's
your problem now. You should have seen Bob's face. Melody Smith
Himan.

July 04, 2025 at 03:44 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Chester "Pete" Smith Jr..

July 04, 2025 at 03:44 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Chester "Pete" Smith Jr..

https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 03, 2025 at 05:42 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Chester "Pete" Smith Jr..

Charles Smith - July 03, 2025 at 04:36 PM

It would be when his police friend pulled me over in his car and
made me go to Peter's house and tell him the news.Love ya big bro
no ticket

BH
Branty Harris - July 03, 2025 at 04:57 PM

Always liked Chester, RIP you have my deepest sympathy .

SP

Susan Pelikan - July 08, 2025 at 02:57 PM

Greetings to ALL the Smiths!
 It has been such a long time since the County Home Days, and your

kids were so young.
 I am so sorry I missed the funeral. It would've been good to see

everyone. I just read the obituary in the paper this morning.
 Pete was such a kind and responsible person. May he rest in peace.

 Sending all my love,
 Sue Pelikan

https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thejonesfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

